I find that the articles continue year, she is able to see, appreciate, them, I find that the articles continue to to speak to me after more than a and document the huge gains this speak to me after more than a decade.
decade. In going back through my student makes. She demonstrates In going back through myoid issues of old issues of LAJM, I was struck with that all students-even those who LAJM. I was struck with how much in how much in the profession has come in to our classrooms with the profession has remained the same, remained the same, rather than how labels--can learn if provided with rather than how much has changed. much has changed. the right opportunities. One size does Narrowing down my selection to just three articles was incredibly difficult-I think I began with more than fifteen.
I tried to use a number of categories to narrow my selection: authors, themes, topics, but none of them seemed to help me. My theory that there would be definite trends over the years didn't seem to hold. Instead, I found that there were recurring themes and topics that spoke to the very core of the profession: the necessity of individualized instruction and assessment, professional activism, and continued teacher engagement. Finally, although I was so attached to them all, I was able to whittle my list down to these three: Mary Dekker's "Learning to 
On Reading and Writing and Becoming a Teacher Jennifer Ochoa
Written when she was a still a college senior looking forward to her first teaching job, Jennifer Ochoa shares her reading/writing history as a confessed bookaholic who decided to became a teacher because it allowed her to do something that she loved. Throughout this article, she weaves together her own childhood experiences with those that she hopes to create in her classroom, always including the elements of engagement, passion, and fun. She stresses the importance ofmodeling for students the real value of reading and writing-the personal value, not just the educational or economic ones.
Ochoa argues that once students are able to see their teachers reading and writing for more than just school purposes, they will be more tempted to participate themselves and to see these activities as both meaningful and beneficial. The hope and the energy ofthis new teacher's engagement with the subject matter, the classroom, and the profession remind us all of why we went into teaching and what we want for our classrooms. It is this continued optimism of new teachers entering the profession that gives us all hope for the future.
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